


Most cough and cold 
illnesses are caused  
by viruses. Antibiotic  
use can only cure 
bacterial illnesses–not 
viral illnesses.

Viruses cause common illnesses that antibiotics 
CANNOT treat like:

 • Colds

 • In�uenza (the �u)

 • Runny noses

 • Most coughs

 • Most bronchitis

 • Most sore throats

 • Most sinus infections

 • Some ear infections

Viral illnesses, like colds, usually go away without 
treat dy without 
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